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rapidly going from bad to worse under our rule.
This is a most serious question, and one well
deserving the attention of the Government." Orissa
has also been reduced even below what was the
standard prior to the terrible famine in 1866. What
the condition of the people was there at that time
may be learned from the evidence of Mr. Geddes
before the Indian Finance Committee of the House
of Commons, from the report on the famine, and
from the correspondence which took place at the
time in India and England. The ryots were in the
hands of the zemindars and shroffs, and were wholly
unable to stand against the effects of one bad season.
Orissa has become also greatly poorer owing to that
famine and the increased taxation. Some parts of
Bengal are better off, but others are worse still.

Thus, wherever officials look into the matter and
speak their minds, increasing impoverishment is
found. Yet, as Colonel Baird Smith says, " In.
India we all know very well that when the agricul-
tural class is weak the weakness of all the other
sections of the community is the inevitable conse-
quence." Is it not an extraordinary thing that ia
the face of such circumstances the Government
should persistently refuse to listen to natives ? Only
three native witnesses have been examined ia
England in this generation with regard to the
affairs of their own country. Two of these pre-
dicted precisely what occurred afterwards in one
district, and gave a most significant warning of the
fate that was likely to befall the whole of our
Indian Empire.

But when this terrible state of affairs is insisted